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Weather 


8 A.M.: 54° 
2 P.M.: 67° 
5 P.M.: 66° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ THANKS TO late- 
night parties and cham- 
pagne toasts, the early 
hours of New Year’s Day 
can be a perilous time on 
the road, but there are 
ways to stay safe. B1 


© ORANGE COUNTY is 
about to switch from 
“on-call” pickup of bulk 
items to a one-day-a- 
week pickup of those 
items too large to fitin 
the garbage rollcart. B1 


NATION & WORLD 
@ MORE THAN THREE 
months after Hurricane 
Maria, nearly half of 
power customers in 
Puerto Rico still lack 
electricity. A3 


© DEFENSE SECRE- 
TARY Jim Mattis did not 
make a holiday visit to 
troops in war zones, 
marking only the second 
time since 9-11 that 
America’s defense secre- 
tary didn’t make sucha 
trip. A6 


SPORTS 

© FIRST-YEAR defen- 
sive coordinator Mike 
Elko has played a key 
role in Notre Dame’s 
success this season, and 
in getting the Irish to the 
Citrus Bowl. C1 


@ AS THEY PREPARE to 
face Wisconsin in the 
Orange Bowl, the Miami 
Hurricanes know a win 
would move them a step 
closer to program re- 
demption. Cl 


@ As THEY WIND down 
another season without 
making the playoffs, the 
Bucs say they are bring- 
ing back Dirk Koetter 
for a third season as 
their head coach. Cl 


PEOPLE & ARTS 

@ “THE GREAT AMERI- 
CAN Trailer Park Christ- 
mas Musical” returns to 
Eustis for an end-of-the- 
year run, but falls short 
of topping the original. 
A2 


© SUE GRAFTON, au- 
thor of the popular 
“alphabet series” of 
mystery novels that had 
reached “Y is for Yester- 
day,” died Thursday at 
her California home. B6 


TOP STORY 


Wicked cold snap 
creates Icy woes 


Frigid weather grips much of the eastern US. 


By JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press 


TOLEDO, Ohio — New Year’s 
Eve partygoers best bundle up. 

As 2017 turns to 2018, the 
most frigid New Year’s weather 
in decades will infiltrate the 
eastern two-thirds of the nation. 

Already winter-weary parts 
of the Midwest and East Coast 
are dealing with a mounting 
number of weather-related 
headaches, from highway pile- 


ups to frozen pipes and a rash of 
car thefts. 

And there’s more to come. 

Temperatures could fall into 
the single digits as far south as 
Oklahoma and sink to zero or 
below Friday night in Nebraska 
and Iowa and remain there for 
at least three days. 

“It’s pretty unusual to get that 
long of a streak where it’s com- 
pletely below zero,” said Iowa’s 
State Climatologist Harry 
Hillaker. “Historically, that 


doesn’t happen very often in 
Des Moines.” 

The Pacific Northwest and 
northern Rockies braced for 
storms forecasters warned 
could bring several feet of 
mountain snow and freezing 
rain. 

Bitter temperatures and 
snow squalls have been blamed 
for a handful of deaths and can- 
celed a long list of New Year’s 


Please turn to COLD, A3 


APARTMENT FIRE TURNS DEADLY 


JAMES KEIVOM/TNS 


Residents are evacuated after a fire tore through a five-story apartment building Thursday night in the 
Bronx. The deadliest fire in New York City in more than 25 years killed 12 people, including five children. 
Authorities say a 3-year-old playing with a stove accidentally started the fire on the first floor. Story, A3. 


Mayflower 
plotting a 

course for 
expansion 


7 new structures 
part of proposal 


By RYAN GILLESPIE 
Staff Writer 


As the number of people 
suffering from dementia and 
memory loss continues to rise 
across the state, Central Flor- 
ida patients may soon have a 
new place to receive treat- 
ment. 

The Mayflower Retirement 
Community in Winter Park 
has massive expansion plans, 
including a new venture into 
memory care. The May- 
flower’s CEO, Steve Kramer, 
said the company is planning a 
20,672-square-foot building 
for that service — one of seven 
new structures in its proposal. 

“We definitely see a need,” 
Kramer said. “You’re seeing a 
lot of memory care buildings 
pop up in the region, but 
within the Winter Park com- 
munity it’s underserved for 
that right now. Most folks have 
to go to Longwood or some- 
where outside the area to re- 
ceive those services.” 

The Mayflower would also 
add a 58,117-square-foot skilled 
nursing building, a clubhouse 
and 40 new apartment-style 
villas to its Aloma Avenue 
campus. 

The project is slated to 
come before Winter Park’s 
planning and zoning board 
Jan. 4 and, if approved, would 
then be considered by the City 
Commission later in the 
month. 

A notice mailed to Winter 
Park residents shows the new 
facilities would sit west of the 
existing campus and surround 
a retention pond. 

The majority of residents at 
The Mayflower are in inde- 
pendent living, but it also of- 
fers skilled nursing and as- 


Please turn to EXPAND, A2 


Scenic wildlife drive reopens 
to delight of nature lovers 


By STEPHEN HUDAK 
Staff Writer 


Like an unexpected gift, the 
popular Lake Apopka Wildlife 
Drive suddenly reopened a few 
days before Christmas, bright- 
ening the holidays for nature 
lovers and photographers who 
flocked to the shoreline trail. 

The scenic drive’s caretak- 
ers, the St. Johns River Water 
Management District, spent 
three months fixing damage on 
the l-mile path caused by Hur- 
ricane Irma. 

Normal hours for the one- 
way drive, which begins at 
2803 Lust Road and ends on 
Jones Avenue, are sunrise to 


sunset Saturday, Sunday and 
federal holidays, meaning it 
will be open New Year’s Day. 

“Now we get to kind of come 
back out here and get our na- 
ture back on,” said Laycie Sim- 
mons, who lined up at sunrise 
Friday to drive the trail with 
4-year-old son, Sam. “It’s been 
kind of hard since the hurri- 
cane happened.” 

They spotted egrets and 
hawks swooping and diving as 
well as ducks splashing. Sam 
munched on a strawberry Pop- 
Tart while his mom focused a 
camera on an osprey perched 
on a wooden pole looking for 


Please turn to WILDLIFE, A8 


By JEFF WEINER 
Staff Writer 


Orlando has established 
eight “passenger loading 
zones” throughout downtown, 
which officials say will make it 
easier for visitors to catch a ride 
on busy weekend nights. 

The zones, where cars can 
stop for five minutes between 8 
p.m. and 6 am. each evening, 
are part of Orlando’s new ap- 
proach to nightlife, spear- 
headed by the city’s first “night 
manager,” Dominique Greco 
Ryan. 

“Basically, through this we 
plan to suggest that these 
stands along certain streets will 


Orlando hopes ride zones 


make nightlife a little easier 


| be the most con- 
* venient places ei- 
ther to be picked 
' up by a taxi, by an 
Uber or Lyft, or by 
a friend? Greco 
Ryan said. 

The loading 
zones are part of 
the city’s broader strategy for 
dealing with “the push” when 
downtown bars and clubs di- 
rect their Friday and Saturday 
night customers toward the ex- 
its around 2 a.m., creating a 
chaotic scene. 

A task force convened by the 
city in December 2015, which 


Greco Ryan 
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Voices & Opinion 


@ OUR VIEW: Now is not time for security shortage at OIA. Al2 
© OPINION: Political cartoonists share their take on 2017. A13 

@ LAUREN RITCHIE: Condo needs to leave veteran, dog alone. B1 
@ MIKE BIANCHI: Star QB Milton says UCF is place for him. C1 
@ Marni JAMESON: What I learned in 2017, Part 2. D1 


WHAT PIECE OF WORK IS MAN 


Daniel Radcliffe, left, takes on Tom Stoppard’s absurdist look at 
minor Hamlet characters in “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead,” playing at the Enzian theater in Maitland. The theatrical 
production was recorded in London. Tickets to the Il a.m. screening 
are $20 at enzian.org. THINGS To Do, B3. 


A FREE EVENT FOR ADULTS 50+ 


Sunday, Feb 18, 2018 - 9am-4pm 


Orange County Convention Center 
West Concourse 
For more info, go to successfulagingorlando.com 


Orlando Sentinel 


Successful 3 


AGING G 


Expert Speakers + Live Entertainment + Over 100 Exhibitors 
Health & Wellness + Home Improvement + Financial Services 
Retirement Planning + Travel & MUCH MORE 


©2017 Orlando Sentinel Communications Company 7 ll [r] U M MIN 


ey Please recycle. Newsprint is a renewable resource. 


